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Epilogue and acknowledgements

The Great Barrier Reef (GBR) has been an impor-
tant part of Australia’s identity and has become an
international icon. So much has happened since we
published the first edition of this book. The con-
cern about degradation of the GBR has encircled
the globe. Reports of record levels of mass bleach-
ing and mortality have had special traction world-
wide and the increased frequency of major
bleaching events has concerned people that our
precious reef will be lost as predicted almost 20
years ago. Climate change and a related cascade of
impacts can no longer be ignored. Furthermore,
other types of impacts have not abated including
managing runoff form the land, fisheries, contin-
ued coastal development and the activities of
mining companies continue to threaten the reef.

Australia has the oldest coral reef society in the
world, namely the Australian Coral Reef Society
(ACRS), which was founded in 1992. This Society
began as a Great Barrier Reef Committee. The
Committee instigated the first major expedition on
the GBR 1927-1928. We are pleased that members of
the Society have continued to provide leading roles
in describing the patterns of biodiversity and
impacts on reefs, as well as the processes that
underlie the patterns. The engagement of stake-
holders and their connected research and learning
initiatives with others worldwide is critical for the
GBR and the future of all coral reefs.

We, as scientists and conservationists, have been
motivated by the desire to ensure that we continue
to enhance our knowledge and understanding of
the GBR. The Society sponsored this book and most
of the contributing experts have been, or are, mem-
bers. As a result, all proceeds from the sale of this
book go to ACRS for the promotion and support of

further efforts to understand and manage coral
reefs not only in Australia but worldwide, espe-
cially through postgraduate students. The details
for how to join ACRS can be found at its website
http://www.australiancoralreefsociety.org/.

There are many people who have contributed to
this book by contributing text or images. The Aus-
tralian Museum, James Cook University and the
University of Queensland have supported the edi-
tors in undertaking the task of bringing this revised
edition of the book to completion and support
research programs on the GBR. The 48 experts that
provided their time for free to be able to compile a
fascinating series of chapters, and the editors are
enormously grateful for their contributions. We
thank CSIRO Publishing for their attention to detail
in the final stages. It is our hope that the book will
be a useful starting point to any study of coral
reefs, both in Australia and abroad.

Shane Ahyong gratefully acknowledges Glenn
Ahyong (Canberra), Claudia Arango (Queensland
Museum), Arthur Anker (Universidade Federal de
Goias, Brazil), Roy Caldwell (University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley), Roger Springthorpe and Ian Loch
(both Australian Museum), N. Dean Pentcheff (Los
Angeles), Chris Tudge (American University,
Washington DC) and the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority for the use of photographs.

Tom Bridge would like to thank Stefan Williams
and Oscar Pizarro and the Australian Centre for
Field Robotics, University of Sydney, and Rob
Beaman from James Cook University. Without
their expertise, we would still know very little
about mesophotic coral ecosystems in the GBR. He
also acknowledges funding support from the Aus-
tralian Research  Council. Jody  Webster
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acknowledges funding from the ARC Discovery
grant program and Emma Kennedy for providing
the high-resolution images of the Halimeda bio-
herms. Tiffany Sih would like to thank M.J. Kings-
ford and M. Cappo.

Phil Bock and Dennis Gordon wish to thank the
Australian Institute of Marine Science for partici-
pation in the Census of Coral Reefs, and, in New
Zealand, NIWA. Gary Cranitch from the Queens-
land Museum generously gave permission to use
the colour photo. Phil Bock would like to thank
Robyn Cumming for constructive comments.

Maria Byrne gives thanks to many colleagues
for permission to use their images. Thomas Prowse
and Paulina Selvakumaraswamy assisted with the
images.

Andrew Chin would like to thank Peter Kind
who reviewed his chapter.

Brad Congdon would like to thank Carol
Devney, Fiona McDuie, Mark Miller, Darren Peck,
Craig Steinberg and Scarla Weeks for their contri-
butions to both the research and final chapter. This
research was funded by the Australian Research
Council (ARC), the Marine and Tropical Sciences
Research Facility (MTSRF), the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA), the National
Environmental Research Program (NERP), the
Holdsworth Wildlife Research Endowment, the
Lord Howe Island Board, Birdlife Australia and
Birds Queensland.

Jon Day acknowledges that the RAP and the
rezoning process resulted from the involvement
and support of virtually the entire GBRMPA staff,
as well as many external researchers, other experts,
many thousands of local users, and the wider
public, who were all concerned for the future of the
GBR; their collective efforts therefore need to be
acknowledged. Particular thanks also to Mick
Bishop, the late Max Day, Kirstin Dobbs, Leanne
Fernandes and Andrew Skeat, Richard Kenching-
ton for comments on drafts of his chapter.

Guillermo Diaz-Pulido acknowledges the fund-
ing support from the Australian Research Council
and the Great Barrier Reef Foundation for funding.

Merrick Ekins would like to acknowledge Julian
Uribe-Palomino, Neville Coleman, Lisa Gershwin
and Jon Cragg for supplying some of the images in
Chapter 29 and Noa Shenkar for reviewing an early
draft.

Dennis Gordon and Phillip Bock thank the New
Zealand Foundation for Research, Science and
Technology (Contract C01X0502) for funding
(Dennis Gordon), and Karen Gowlett-Holmes
(CSIRO) for permission to reproduce a
photograph.

Ove Hoegh-Guldberg thanks artist Diana
Kleine, and members of the Coral Reef Ecosystems
Laboratory and ARC Centre for Excellent in Coral
Reef Studies at the University of Queensland, as
well as the ARC Laureate program, and Morgan
Pratchett for his comments on Chapter 12.

John Hooper would like to thank Natural Prod-
ucts Discovery Griffith University, and the GBR
Seabed Biodiversity Project consortium (CRC Reef,
AIMS, QDPI, QM and CSIRO Marine and Atmos-
pheric Research) for their significant sponsorship
of research on Porifera of the reefs and inter-reef
regions, respectively, of the GBR. Without this
funding, we would still know very little about the
tropical Australasian sponge faunas.

Pat Hutchings would like to thank Kathy Atkin-
son, Kate Attwood, David Bellwood, Karen Gowl-
ett-Holmes, Jim Johnson, Brendan Kelaher, Tara
Macdonald, Ashley Miskelly, Huy Nguyen, Greg
Rouse, Alexander Semenov, Roger Steene, Lyle Vail
and Dave Wachenfeld for allowing her to use their
superb photos, Tom Cribb for commenting on the
section on platyhelminths, Jorge Rodriguez Monter
for commenting on the flat worms section, Chris
Glasby, Robin Wilson for commenting on the poly-
chaetes. Maite Aguado and Christophe Bleidorn
for commenting on the current status of our under-
standing of worm phylogeny. Pat and Mike would
like to thank Roy Caldwell, University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley for his image of the stomatopod used
in Chapter 15.

Mike Kingsford would like to thank AIMS,
GBRMPA and CSIRO for allowing us to use images
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from their archives, especially in chapters 4 and 5.
Further, under creative commons, we acknowledge
NOAA as an important source of data. Phil
Munday and Jon Knott kindly provided images for
Chapter 5. Mike Kingsford and David McKinnon
would like to thank lain Suthers for constructive
comments on drafts of the heavily revised plank-
ton chapter. Lachlan McKinna and Norman Kuring
(NASA) are also thanked for providing and inter-
preting remote sensing images, Fiona Martin (visu-
alizingscience.com) for infographics, Samantha
Talbot née Duggan (AIMS) for processing plankton
data, Murray Logan (AIMS) for statistical advice,
Lombard (Observatoire  Océ-
anographique de Villefranche), Kirsten Heimann
(JCU), Doug Capone (University of Southern Cali-
fornia), Hans Paerl (UNC) and Kennedy Wolfe
(University of Sydney) for advice and their images.
Images tell different stories to different people and
the collective of image providers have greatly
enhanced the effectiveness of this book. Mike
thanks all his co-authors for contributing to chap-
ters that portray the complexity, beauty and vul-
nerabilities of the Great Barrier Reef.

Helene Marsh thanks Rebecca Fong for assis-
tance with the illustrations that were based on line
drawings by Geoff Kelly and a concept diagram
developed with the assistance of the late Peter
Arnold. Isabel Beasely, Alistair Birtles, Mike Noad,
Guido Parra, Steve van Dyck and anonymous refer-
ees provided valuable comments on various drafts
of the manuscript. Photographs were provided by

and Fabien

Guido Parra.

Helene Marsh, Hal Heatwole and Vimoksalehi
Lukoschek thank the contributors to the figures in
Chapter 31 listed in the figure legends and the
reviewers, especially Mark Hamann, who provided
valuable comments on various drafts of the
manuscript.

John Pandolfi and Russell Kelley acknowledge
their thanks to Robin Beaman for use of the two
photos he supplied, to David Hopley for his
thoughtful review, to Jody Webster for discussions,
and to the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef
Studies for funding.
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Roland Pitcher, Peter Doherty and Tara Ander-
son acknowledge that the Great Barrier Reef Seabed
Biodiversity Project was a collaboration between
the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS),
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation (CSIRO),
Department of Primary Industries & Fisheries
(QDPI&F), and the Queensland Museum (QM);
funded by the CRC Reef Research Centre
(CRCReef), the Fisheries Research and Develop-
ment Corporation (FRDC), and the National
Oceans Office (NOO) of the Department of Envi-
ronment and Water Resources. We also thank the
multi-agency teams and the crews of the RV Lady
Basten (AIMS) and FRV Gwendoline May (QDPI&F)
that contributed to the success of the fieldwork; the
research agencies AIMS, CSIRO, QM, QDPI&F for
providing support to the project; and all the pro-
ject’s team members without whose valuable efforts
the project would not have been possible.

Morgan Pratchett would like to thank Hugh
Sweatman for reviewing his chapter.

Carden Wallace and Andrea Crowther thank:
Paul Muir for preparing and revising plates for two
chapters and providing advice and input through-
out, Michel Pichon for access to unpublished com-
pilations coral nomenclature and
identification advice, Zoe Richards for excellent
review and advice on Chapter 22, Wayne Napier for
artwork in Chapter 21. Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority, Peter Harrison and Roger Steene,
as well as Paul Muir of Queensland Museum who
gave permission to publish images. We thank also
the countless colleagues
research and data compilation, as well as custodi-
anship of online databases, expand our knowledge
of reef Cnidaria on an almost daily basis.

Richard Willan acknowledges Gary Cobb
(Sunshine Coast), Julie Jones (GBRMPA, Towns-
ville), Allan Limpus (Bundaberg), Julie Marshall
(Melbourne), Craig Thomas (Kailu, Hawaii) and
David Wachenfeld (GBRMPA, Townsville) for the
use of an image. John Collins (James Cook Univer-
sity, Townsville) is acknowledged for helpful com-
ments on an earlier draft of the mollusc chapter.
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Paul Southgate (James Cook University, Towns-
ville) provided information on aquaculture of giant
clams, and Uwe Weinreich (Cairns) is thanked for
the use of images and for information on feeding in
Bursidae.

Finally, the editors, Pat Hutchings, Mike Kings-
ford and Ove Hoegh-Guldberg would like to thank
their respective institutions, the Australian
Museum, James Cook University and the Univer-
sity of Queensland, for their support and encour-
agement in the preparation of this second edition.
Without this support, the book could not have been
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produced. We also thank all the authors who con-
tributed and the organisations and individuals
who supplied photographs. This has certainly been
a team effort of the
community.

Australian coral reef

Further reading
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